
R
A

P
P

O
R

T
E

U
R

S
 

R
E

P
O

T
S

 

ON ELECTO
RA

L 

LITERA
CY

 

AND 

PA
R

TIC
IPA

TIO
N

" 

A
 

Nation 
Sem

inar 

Jointly 

Organized 
by: 

Departm
ent 

of Political 

Science, 

G
overnm

ent 

Khawzawl 

College 
and 

District 

Election 

Office, 

Khawzawl 

D
istrict, 

K
haw

zaw
l, 

M
izoram Dated: 

5h 
Oct 

2021 
Assistant 

Professor, 

Departm
ent 

of M
izo, 

Govt. 
Khawzawl 
College 

RAPPORTEUR'S 
1. Mr. 
Lalliantluanga 

Assistant 

Professor, 

Departm
ent 

of Mizo, 

Govt, 
K

haw
zaw

l 
College 

Assistant 

Professor, 

Departm
ent 

of M
izo, 

Govt. 
Khawzawl 
College Department 

of Econom
ics, 

Govt. 
Khawzaw+ 
College 

A
ssistant 

Professor, 

2. Mr. 
Lalruatpuia 

3. Mr. 
Vanlalhmangaihsanga 

4.M
r. 

K.C. 
Lalrindika 



im
me

nse
 

de
ve

lop
me

nt 

in
 

the 

sta
te. H

e 

fur
the

r 

me
nti

on
ed the 

sig
nif

ica
nc

e of
 

hav
ing

 

cit
ize

ns
 of

 
our sta
te wer
e also

 

aw
are

 of
 

all the 
ele

cti
on

s 

pro
ces

s in
 

our 
co

un
try

, 

the
re 

cou
ld be

 

co
un

trie
s hav
e 

sou
nd 

kn
ow

led
ge

 

abo
ut 

ne
ces

sar
y 

inf
orm

ati
on

 of
 

all 
asp

ect
s, 

lik
ew

ise
 if

 
the co
nc

ep
t of

 
El

ec
tor

al 

Li
ter

acy
 and its 

im
po

rta
nc

e. H
e 

said
 

that
 the 

cit
ize

ns
 of

 
civ

iliz
ed

 Sub 

De
pu

ty 

Co
m

m
iss

ion
er and 

Ele
cti

on
 

M
izo

ram
 in

 
200

3 for 

MLA
 

ele
cti

on
. 

ele
cti

on
s in

 
M

izo
ram

, and that
 

EVM
 

(E
lec

tro
nic

 

Vo
tin

g 

M
ach

ine
) was 

int
rod

uc
ed

 in
 

me
nti

on
ed

 the 
im

po
rta

nt role
 of

 
MPF 

(M
izo

ram
 

Pe
op

les
' 

For
um

) for 

hav
ing

 free
 and fair 

like
 

oth
er 

par
ts of

 
the 

co
un

try
 as

 
they

 

hav
e 

nev
er 

vio
lat

ed
 the 

rule
s of

 
ele

cti
on

s. H
e 

also
 abo

ut the 
ele

cti
on

s. H
e 

also
 

cite
d how 

peo
ple

 

from
 

oth
er 

sta
tes

 

sta
ted

 

that
 

Mi
zor

am
 was not ele
cto

ral
 

pro
ces

s and 

wa
rne

d the 
au

die
nc

e to
 

not 
bel

iev
e in

 
the 

fals
e 

rum
ors

 and 

they
 put for the 

su
cc

ess
 of

 
the 

Se
mi

nar
. 

De
pa

rtm
en

t of
 

Po
lit

ica
l 

Sc
ien

ce and 

El
ec

tor
al 

Li
ter

ac
y 

Clu
b of

 
this

 

Co
lle

ge
 for all the 

eff
ort

s 

Go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

Kh
aw

za
wl

 

Co
lle

ge
 and 

Di
str

ict
 

El
ec

tio
n 

Of
fic

e, 

Kh
aw

za
wl

. H
e 

also
 

tha
nk

ed
 the Of
fic

ers
, 

NG
Os,

 

Stu
de

nts
, etc. for 

att
en

din
g the 

Na
tio

nal
 

Se
mi

nar
 

joi
ntl

y 

org
an

ize
d by

 
the inc

lud
ing

 the 
-

De
pu

ty 

Co
mm

iss
ion

er,
 

Kh
aw

zaw
l 

Di
str

ict
, 

Ele
cti

on
 

Of
fic

er,
 

Bo
oth

 

Lev
el 

Kh
aw

zaw
l 

Co
lle

ge
. The 

pri
nc

ipa
l 

gre
ete

d and 

tha
nk

ed
 the 

res
ou

rce
 

pe
rso

ns
, 

sp
ec

ial
 

inv
ite

es
 

We
lco

me
 

Sp
eec

h was 

de
liv

ere
d by

 
Mr

.R.
 

La
lri

ntl
ua

ng
a, the 

Pr
inc

ipa
l of

 
Go

ve
rnm

en
t 

inv
ite

d the 

Re
so

urc
e 

Pe
rso

ns
 to

 
give

 

se
lf-

in
tro

du
cti

on
. 

Su
b-

He
ad

qu
ar

ter
, 

Mi
zo

ram
 

Jo
ur

na
lis

t 

As
so

cia
tio

n, DDK
 

St
rin

ge
r, 

Ra
pp

or
teu

rs,
 and alsO
 

Kh
aw

zaw
l 

Co
lle

ge
, the 

Ch
air

ma
n of

 
the 

ina
ug

ura
l 

fun
cti

on
, the 

Blo
ck 

Lev
el 

Of
tic

ers
, M

A
 the 

Kh
aw

za
wl

 
Co

lle
g. 

MIS
, 

IN
A

U
G

U
R

A
L 

FU
N

C
TI

O
N

: 

ELE
CTO

RAL
 

LIT
ERA

CY
 AND 

PAR
TIC

IPA
TIO

N 

O
N

 

NAT
ION

AL 
SEM

INA
R 

Of
fic

er,
 

Kh
aw

zaw
l 

Di
str

ict
. H

e 
talk

ed 

abo
ut the 

Fo
llo

wi
ng

 the 
sho

rt 

spe
ech

, a 
Ke

y-n
ote

 

add
res

s was 

del
ive

red
 by

 
Mr. H

. 
La

lra
me

ng
a, 

co
ns

pir
ac

y El
ec

tor
al 

Ro
ll. H

e 

sta
ted

 

tha
t the 

Ind
ian

 

ele
cto

ral
 

pro
ce

ss was the 

mo
st 

rob
ust

 in
 

the 

wo
rld

 spo
ke 

abo
ut the 

im
po

rta
nc

e of
 

El
ec

tor
al 

Lit
era

cy
 and 

inv
ite

d all to
 

be
 

en
rol

led
 in

 
the 

pro
gra

mm
e. The 

the
me

s of
 

pap
ers

 to
 

be
 

pre
sen

ted
 

wer
e also
 

co
mm

en
de

d by
 

him
. H

e 
then

 Pe
rso

ns cam
e 

from
 

Sa
itu

al and 

Ch
am

ph
ai as

 
it 

sho
we

d 

the
ir 

sin
ce

rit
y and 

de
vo

tio
n to

 
the 

ap
pr

ec
iat

ed
 the 

co
nd

uc
t of

 
sem

ina
r in

 
En

gli
sh

, and he
 

was also
 

glad
 

that
 the 

Re
so

urc
e 

Co
m

m
iss

io
ne

r and 

Di
str

ict
 

El
ec

tio
n 

Of
fic

er,
 

Kh
aw

zaw
l to

 
de

liv
er 

a 
spe

ech
. The 

Ch
ief

 

Gu
est

 

The 

ch
air

pe
rso

n then
 

inv
ite

d the 
Ch

ief 

Gu
est,

 

Shr
ee.

 

C.C
. 

La
lch

hu
an

gk
im

a, 

De
put

y 

De
put

y 

Co
m

m
iss

ion
er 

of
 

Kh
aw

zaw
l, the 

Ele
cto

ral
 

Of
fic

er,
 the 

Pr
inc

ipa
l of

 
Go

ve
rm

me
nt 

Mr. K
. 

La
lku

lhp
uia

, 

As
sis

tan
t 

Pr
ofe

sso
r 

(C
o-

or
di

na
to

r) 

int
ro

du
ce

d to
 

the 

att
en

da
nt

s, La
lth

lam
ua

ni,
 

As
soc

iat
e 

Pro
fes

sor
. 

Hea
d. 

De
na

rtm
en

t of
 

Po
liti

ca
l 

Sc
ien

ce,
 

Go
ve

mn
en

t 

Ine 

ina
ugu

ral 

fun
ctio

n 

star
ted

 at
 

11:0
0 A

m
 

und
er the 

cha
irm

ans
hip

 of
 



participants 
requested 
the 

of V
oter's 

helpline 

and 
the 

ECI 

W
ebsite. 

TEC
H

N
IC

A
L 

SESSIO
N

S: 

Second 

session 

was 

started 

w
ith 

the 

tw
o

 

by 

technical 

1:00 

from
 

sessions 

pm
 

different 

resources 

persons 

presented 

their 

naners 
on 

different 

topics 

related 
to 

Electoral 

Literacy 

and 

Participation. 

The 

sum
m

ary 
of their 

papers 

presented 
is 

attachea 
m

 

e 

In 
the 

first 

Technical 

Session, 
Dr Soukaria 

Ghosal 

Assistant 

Professor, 

Departm
ent 

of English, 

G
overnm

entt 

K
haw

zaw
l 

College 

was 

invited 
to 

deliver 
a speech 
on 
the 

"Election 

from
 

Literature 

V
iew

 

Point" 

and 
he 

talked 

about 
the 

origin 
of election 

and 

how
 

it spread 
to the 

w
orld. 

The 

R
esource 

Persons 

who 

presented 

their 

papers 
in 

this 

session 
are 

show
n 

below: 1) 

Ms. 

M
immy 

Rosangpuii, 

Assistant 

Professor, 

Governm
ent 

Cham
phai 

College 
&

 Research 

Scholar, 

M
izoram 

University 
-� Significance 
of Electoral 

Literacy 
for 
a Stronger 

Dem
ocracy" 

2) Ms. 

Lalhm
ingsangi, 

Assistant 

Professor, 

Governm
ent 

K
haw

zaw
l 

College 
&

 Research 

Scholar, 

M
izoram

 

University 
� �Electoral 

Participation 

M
izoram

: 
An O

verview
" 

3) 

Ms. 

Liansangpuii 

K
hiangte, 

Assistant 

Professor, 

G
overnm

ent 

Saitual 

College 
-

"Social 

M
edia: 

A
 

M
edium

 
of Political 

Participation" 

In 
the 

Second 

Technical 

1) 

Mr. 

Lalchhuanawm
a, 

A
ssistant 

Professor, 

Government 

Khawzawl 

College-
4 

Comparative 

Study 
of Mizoram: 

Electoral 

Participation 
in Mizoram 

Legislative 

Assembly 
and 

Lok 

Sabha 

Elections 

since 

1970" 2) Mr. 

Lalchhanhima, 

Assistant 

Professor, 

Government 

Khawzawl 

College-
4 

Study 
of Pre-Colonial 
to 

Post-Colonial 
Mizo 

Society 
with 

Special 

Reference 
lo the Evolution 

of System 
of Government 
" 

3) 

Mr. 
PC. 

Lalrindika, 

Assistant 

Professor, 

Government 

Khawzawl 

College 
&

 

Research 

Scholar, 

Mizoram 

University 
� "Electoral 

Literacy: 
A

 

Historical 

Study of 

Elections 
in 

India 
with 

Special 

Reference 
to 

Mizoram 

Politics 

(1954 
- 1087) 4) 

Dr. 

Lalliantluanga 
Ralte, 

Assistant 

Professor, 

Government 

Khawzawl 

Collece 
-

"Significance 
of Electoral 

Literacy 
to 

form 
the 

Right 

Government" 

The 

National 

Seminar 
on 

"Electoral 

Literacy 
and 

Participation" 

jointly 

organized 
by 

Department 
of 

Political 

Science, 

Government 

Khawzawl 

College 
and 

District 

Electin Office, 

Khawzawl 

District, 

Khawzawl 
had 

come 
to 
an 
end 
with 
the 

Vote 
of Thanks 

speech 
by 

Mr. 
K. 

Lalkulhpuia, 

Coordinator. 

to 

know
ledge 

about 
the 

m
odel 

code 
of conduct. 
He 

then 

make 
use 

chaired 

M
r. 

K
. 

Lalkulhpuia, 

Sem
inar 

Coordinator 
and 
Mr. 

Joseph 

Assistant 

Professor, 
Vanlalnghaka, 

respectively. 

D
epartm

ent 
of H

istory, 

G
overnm

ent 

K
haw

zaw
l 

College 

In 

these 
tw

o 
sessions appendix. 

Session, 
the 

follow
ing 

resource 

persons 
were 

presenting 
their papers. 



Electoral 

Participation 
in 

Mizoram: 
An 

Overview. 

Lalhm
ingsangi 

Asst. 
Professor 

Govt.Khawzawl 
College 

Research 
Scholar, 
MZU 

Diectoral 

participation 
is the 

lifeblood 
of 

dem
ocracy. 

Till 

1946, 
the 

total 

voting 

Percentage 
of India 

was 
far 
less 

than 
its 

actual 

population. 

The 

voting 

rights 

w
ere 

c
o

n
e
u

 
o certain 

eligibility 

criteria 

and 

chosen 

suffrage 

C
onstitution 

enforced 
in 

1950s. 

The 

presents 

paper 
M

LA
 

of analysis 

brief 

a in 
elections 

M
izoram

 

giving 

special 

reference 
to

 

voters 

turn 
out 

during 

w
itnessed 

M
izoram

 

the 

the 

years. 

Cam
e 

into 

play 

only 

after 

India 

gained 

Independence, 

and 

with 

the 

ndian 

Social 

M
edia: 

A
 

M
edium 

of Political 

Participation This 

paper 

focuses 
on 

the 

reorganization 
of traditional 

political 

participation 
to 
a new

er 

form
 

of 

political 

participation 

with 
the 

inclusion 
of social 

m
edia 

as 
a means 
of political 

participation 

with 
the 

advent 
of technology. 
The 

paper 

explains 
the 

meaning 
of social 

media 

and 
its 

types. 

T
he 

2008 

US 

election 

was 

used 
as 
an 

exam
ple 

to 

show
case 

how
 

social 

media 

was 

used 
as 
a tool. 

The 

popularization 
of 

social 

m
edia 

as a m
edium

 
of politics 
in 

India 

was 

also 

highlighted 

with 

the 

m
ovem

ent 
in 

India 

called 

India 

Against 

Corruption 

follow
ing 

with the 

2014 

India 

election. 
It also 

highlights 
the 

necessity 
of establishing 
a social 

m
edia 

cell 
for cam

paigning 
by 

political 

parties. 
The 

paper 

concludes 

with 
the 

upcoming 

popularity 
of new social 

m
edia 

and 

the 

im
portant 

role 

that 
it now

 

holds. 

Liansangpuii 
Khiangte 

Asst. 
Professor 

Dept 
of 

Political 

Science 
G

ovt. 
Saitual 
College 

not 
of com

m
on 

people 

India. 

Universal 

adult 
by 
the 

first 

Legislative 

A
ssem

bly 

elections 
in 

1972. 

Since 

1972 

the 
till 

last 

2018 

State 

L
egislative 

A
ssem

bly 

election, 

M
izoram

 

witnessed 
12 

Legislative 

Assem
bly 

elections. 
After 
the 

attainim
ent 

of statehood, 

IN
C

 

captured 

four 

elections 
out 
of 
the 

total 

eight 

State 

LegislatiV
e 

A
SSem

bly 

elections 

and 

M
NF 

has 

also 

won 

four 

elections. 

The 

paper 

exam
ines 

various 

tactor 

Intluencing 

voting 

behaviour 
in M

izoram
 

such 
as political, 

econom
ic, 

regionalism
, 

religion 

and 

patriarchy, 

etc. 

No 

single 

factor 

determ
ines 

why 

and 

how
 

a person 

votes 

and 
all 

the 

factors 

m
ust 

be 

taken 

in
to

 

account. 



O
3njicance 

of Electoral 

Literacv 
To 

Form
 

The 

Right 

Government 
Dr. 

Lalliantluanga 
Ralte Asst 

Professor 
Dept 
of Education 

Govt. 
Khawzawl 
College ms 

paper 

talks 

about 

the 

im
potance 

of election 
in 

dem
ocratic 

system
 

ol 

80vem
m

ent. 

The 

role 
of electoral 

literacv 
in 

stonning 

different 

m
aloractices, 

in 

order 
to 

make 4 suong 

and 

efficient 

govenm
ent. 

It also 

m
entioned 

the 

im
portance 

of casting 
a vote, 

wny so
ie 

voters 

are 
not 

interest 
in 

casting 

their 

vote 

and 

punishm
ent 

for 

selling 

votes, 

wny 

we celebrated 
A

 

Com
parative 

Study 
Of M

izoram 

Electoral 

Participation 
In 

M
izoram

 

Legislative 

Assem
ble 

Ad 

Lok 

Sabha 

Election 

Since 

1970 

Lalchhuanaw
m

a 
Asst 
Professor 

Dept 
of Pol 
Sc, Govt 

K
haw

zaw
l 

College wWhen 

M
izoram

 

becam
e 

Union 

Territory 
in 

, 

ruling 
be 

choice 
in 

voting 
to 

power 

parties 

tow
ards 

whom
 

the 

ne 

pary 
n power 
at the 

center. 

The 

electorates 
i 

Lok 

Sabha 
on 

th
e 

grounds 
of 

highest 

literacy 

rates 

has 
a high 

rate 
of voters 

tum
 

Legislative 
Assembly 
and of 

a 
Mizoram 
being 
one 

examines 
the 

elections 
of both literacy 

rate. 

National 

V
oter's 

Day 
on 

January 
25 

every 

year. 
1972, 

it witnessed 
its 

first 

Legislative 

In 

M
izoram

, 

people 

tend 
to

 

participate 

more 
in 

the 

election 

of Legislative 

Assembly 

rather 
than 
on 

Lok 

Sabha 

election. 
It is also 

evident 
that 

thela 

lotion 

are 

som
ehow

 

influenced 
Dy a 

conscious 

Assembly 
elections. 

Mizoram 
possibly 

make to 

favorably 

disposed. 

This 

paper 

also 

party 

dispensation 
in lhi 
are 
Delhi 

perceived 

the 

out, 
how

ever 
votes 
in 

every 

election. 

The 

case 
is 

there 
are 

still 

quite 

few 

rejected 

particularly 
high 
in 
the 

2013 

with 
a rejected 

vote 
of 2842. 

M
LA 

Election 



25th
 

pr
od

uc
tiv

e 

kn
ow

led
ge

 

abo
ut the 

ele
cto

ral
 

pro
ces

s. 

be
tte

r 

un
de

rst
an

din
g of

 
the

ir 

rig
hts

 and 

dem
and

s. 

De
mo

cra
cy

 is
 

mad
e by

 
its 

peo
ple

 

with
 

the 
ele

cto
ral

 

pro
ces

s in
 a 

de
mo

cra
tic

 

co
un

try
. 

Thi
s 

pro
gra

mm
e 

en
ab

les
 the 

cit
ize

ns
 to

 
mak

e 

a 

pa
rti

cip
ati

on
 of

 
vo

ter
s and 

aw
are

 of
 

the
ir 

vot
ing

 

rig
hts

 

and 
pro

vid
es leg
al 

inf
orm

ati
on

 

abo
ut 

sp
rea

din
g 

vot
er 

aw
are

ne
ss and 

pro
mo

tin
g 

ele
cto

ral
 

lite
rac

y in
 

Ind
ia. Thi
s 

en
sur

es 

ma
xim

um
 

Tla
gsh

ip 

pro
gra

mm
e of

 
the 

Ele
cti

on
 

Co
mm

iss
ion

 of
 

Ind
ia 

(EC
) for 

vot
er 

ed
uc

ati
on

, Sy
ste

ma
tic

 

Vo
ter

s' 

Ed
uc

ati
on

 and 

Ele
cto

ral
 

Pa
rtic

ipa
tio

n 

pro
gra

mm
e 

SV
EE

P, this
 is

 
the 

pa
rti

cip
ati

on
 in

 
the 

ele
cto

ral
 

pro
ces

s. 

Ele
cto

ral
 

Pa
rtic

ipa
tio

n 

pro
gra

mm
e, 

kno
wn

 

po
pu

lar
ly as

 Jan
uar

y 

202
0 to

 
uti

liz
ed

 and to
 

spr
ead

 

aw
are

ne
ss 

am
ong

 

vo
ter

's for 
pro

mo
tin

g 

inf
orm

ed
 

Vo
ter

's Day 202
0 is

 
"E

lec
tor

al 

Lit
era

cy for 
a 

stro
ng

er 

De
mo

cra
cy

" 

wh
ich

 is
 

ce
leb

rat
ed

 on
 

Th
em

e for 
Na

tio
na

l 
Re

sea
rch

 
Sc

ho
lar

, 
MZU 

Gov
t. 

Ch
am

pha
i 

Co
lleg

e 
Ass

t. 
Pr

of
es

so
r, Mi

mm
y 

Ro
san

gp
uií

 

The 

Sig
nif

ica
nce

 of
 

Ele
cto

ral 

Lit
era

cy for 
a 

Str
ong

er 

De
mo

cra
cy 



Electoral 
Literacy:. 

of Politics P.C. 
Lalrindika 

Asst 
Professor 

Govt 
Khawzawl 
College 

Research 
Scholar, 
MZU 

democracy. 

about 

choosing 
a representative 

Century 

BC 
in

 
the 

city 
of Athens 

and 
In 

India 
it can 
be 

traced 

back 
to 

V
edic 

renod, 

Chola 

Em
pire 

where 

palm
 

leaves 

were 

used 
as a ballot 

paper 

for 

voting 
a 

traced 

back 
to 
sh

 
representative. 

the 

form
ation 

of The 

M
izo 

People 

Union 
in 

This 

paper 

stated 

that 

after 

gaining 

independence 
the 

balloting 

system
 

of 

voting 

was adopted 
in 

First 

and 

second 

general 

election 
to 

form
 

Lok 

Saba 
in 

1952 

and 

1957. 

From
 

3ra G
eneral 

election 

M
arking 

system
 

of voting 

was 

introduced. 

And 

Electronic 

Voting 

M
achines 

were 

used 

for 
the 

first 

tim
e 

in 

1982 
at K

erela 

Parul 

A
ssem

bly 

C
onstituency 

election 

and 

from
 

2004 

EV
M

s 

were 

used 
at all 

polling 

station 
in 
the 

country. 

The 

year 

1991 

was 
a crucial 

point 

in
 

Indian 

econom
y 

due 
to 

liberalisation 
of 

econom
y 

also 

know
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Mizoram have come a long way from a system of chieftainship to a democratic forn 
of government. The milestone that Mizoram had achieved is a big step considering what it 
had been through. 

After the coming of the British, the Mizo's started to have awakening in every sphere of their life. Among these, the greatest revolution was the political one. It brings forth the Mizo to the world view and made them realized what they could have achieved. Thus. leading to the formation of the political system to fight for their independence 

(9) 

What we can learn from this development is that Christianity, cducation and the World War-II are some of the biggest contributors to the awakening of the political mindset of the Mizos. 

Since the attainment of statehood, Mizoram have become the most peaceful state in India and as far as the election is concern, Mizoram got the cleanest elections and one of the best turn out vote. 
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